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A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF WILFORD HALL USAF HOSPITAL 

Based on In format ion  A v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  O f f i c e ,  A N D  

The f i r s t  two wings o f  t h e  modern U .  S. A i r  Force  H o s n i t a l ,  Lackland 
AFB, were onened a s  a  u n i t  of t h e  A i r  T r a i n i n g  Command. R e ~ l a c i n ~  t h e  
makesh i f t  Base H o s p i t a l ,  it was des igned  a s  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  g e n e r a l  hosn- 
i t a l  o f  t h e  A i r  Force ,  o f f e r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  and train in^ i n  
a l l  t h e  major  m e d i c a l  s o e c i a l t i e s ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r v  communitv a t  
Lackland b u t  a l s o  f o r  p a t i e n t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  it from o n e r a t i n g  Air Force 
o r p a n i z a t i o n s  d i s t r i b u t e d  around t h e  world.  

1 October  1959 

The H o s n i t a l  was combined w i t h  t h e  School  o f  Avia t ion  Medicine a t  
Brooks AFB and o t h e r  units t o  form t h e  USAF Aerospace Medical Cen te r .  
S t i l l  under  t h e  A i r  T r a i n i n g  Command, t h e  C e n t e r  became t h e  f i r s t  A i r  
Force medica l  i n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  comprehensive f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c l i n -  
i c a l  t h e r a o y ,  r e s e a r c h ,  and t e a c h i n g .  

15 December 1960 

The Teaching  win^ of t h e  H o s p i t a l  was comnleted,  c o n s o l i d a t i n p  a 1 1  
of i t s  1,000 beds  i n  a  modern s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  of p a t i e n t s  and 
f o r  t r a i n i n e  of A i r  Force  r e s i d e n t s ,  i n t e r n s ,  n u r s e s ,  and medica l  t e c h -  
n i c i a n s .  A H o s ~ i t . 3 1  Auditorium was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  new winz. 

25 March 1961 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A i r  Force Eucene M. Zucker t  f o r m a l l y  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  
Teaching Wing i n  a  ceremony a t  which t h e  Surgeon Genera l  of t h e  A i r  Force 
and o t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s  were p r e s e n t .  

By r e q u e s t  of t h e  National. Aeronau t ics  and Space A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a 
m e d i c a l  team from t h e  H o s p i t a l  headed by t h e  Commander, Br ip .  Gen. James 
W. Humphreys Jr., p r o v i d e d  c l i n i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  launchina,  and recovery  
phases  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s u b o r b i t a l  s p a c e  f l i g h t  o f  P r o i e c t  Mercury by Astro-  
n a u t  Alan B. Shenard.  S i m i l a r  teams l a t e r  were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  NASA f o r  
t h e  e n t i r e  s e r i e s  of b a l l i s t i c  and o r b i t a l  f l i g h t s  bv Mercury a s t r o n a u t s .  
T h i s  e f f o r t  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by t h e  H o s n i t a l  o f  a B i o a s t r o n a u t i c s  
O p e r a t i o n a l  Suppor t  U n i t  a t  Cape Kennedv A i r  Force S t a t i o n ,  F l o r i d a .  
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1 August 1961 

The f irst  group of NASA as t ronau t s  a r r ived  a t  t h e  Hospi ta l  f o r  t h e i r  
annual physiCal examinations, i n i t i a t i n g  a program under which t h e  in-  
s t i t u t i o n  a t  Lackland was t o  serve a s  t h e  medical examininl: and t rea tment  
cen te r  f o r  a s t ronau t s  a s s i w e d  t o  t h e  new Manned Spacecraft  Center of NASA 
in  Houston. 

1 November 1.961 

With o t h e r  u n i t s  of t h e  Aerospace Medical Center,  t h e  Hosni ta l  was 
absorbed i n t o  t h e  new Aerospace Medical Division, A i r  Force Systems Com- 
mand, c rea ted  pr imar i ly  t o  g ive  medical support over t h e  broad f i e l d  of 
aerospace development and opera t ions  i n  t h e  United S ta t e s .  Although i t s  
p o t e n t i a l i t y  was g r e a t l y  expanded, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  research ,  cu r ren t  resp-  
o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  Hospi ta l  were no t  immediately af fec ted  by the  t r a n s f e r  
t o  another  major command. 

- October 1962 

The C l i n i c a l  Research Laboratory of t h e  H O s ~ i t a l  was o r ~ a n i z e d  a s  a 
d iv i s ion  of t h e  new Department of Research and Education. Formerly t h e  
spec ia l i zed  Anesthesiology Research Laboratory in  t h e  Denartment of Sur- 
gery,  it was enlarged and given r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  co-ordinatinp: a l l  of 
the  Hosp i t a l ' s  research ,  c a r r i e d  on in  t h e  p a s t  mainly a s  a by-nroduct 
of p a t i e n t  care. 

12 February 1963 

Emphasizing i t s  cha rac te r  a s  a genera l  h o s n i t a l  s e r v i n ~  t h e  A i r  Force 
a s  a whole, t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  Lackland was renamed t h e  Wilford H a l l  
U. S.  A i r  Force Hospi ta l ,  i n  honor of a d is t inguished f l i ~ h t  surgeon and 
c l i n i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t ,  t h e  l a t e  Mai. Gen. Wilford F. Hall. 

An o f f i c i a l  research  p r o j e c t  t o  develop new and imnroved t h e r a p e u t i c  
procedures was assigned t o  the  Hospi ta l ' s  C l i n i c a l  Research Laboratory by 
the  Aerospace Medical Division. 

20 December 1963 

Authori ty t o  e s t a b l i s h  the  Aerospace Medical Laboratory ( C l i n i c a l )  
a s  a s e n a r a t e  funct ion under t h e  Hospi ta l  Commander was approved by the  
A i r  Force Systems Command. The e f f e c t  was t o  make t h e  Laboratory e l i ~ i b l e  
f o r  research  and development p r o i e c t s  of t h e  A i r  Force in  suuport  of new 
f l i g h t  systems and operat ions.  

12 March 1964 

Co-ordination of two research  a reas  in  supaort  of t h e  Manned orbit in^ 
Laboratory program of t h e  A i r  Force was a s s i v e d  t o  s n e c i a l i s t s  a t  Wilford 
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H a l l  Hosnital .  A s  MOL development p r o ~ r e s s e d ,  t h e  Hospi ta l  was given 
r e s n o n s i h i l i t v  f o r  more than a dozen o t h e r  oae ra t iona l  a reas  of crew 
h e a l t h ,  c l i n i c a l  ca re ,  and f i t n e s s .  

28 January 1965 

The Aerospace Medical Laboratory ( C l i n i c a l )  concluded t h e  f irst  of 
a s e r i e s  o f  experiments t o  i n v e s t i ~ a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of i n a c t i v i t v  on space 
crews during l o n ~  f l i c h t s .  Two heal thv  s u b j e c t s  were confined in  bed 
f o r  l l r  days,  n e a r l y  motionless except  t h a t  one was nermit ted a course of 
l imi ted  muscular e x e r c i s e  i n  the  r e c l i n i n ~  pos i t ion .  The e f f o r t  was t o  
determine whether c i r c u l a t o r y  weakness formerly a t t r i b u t e d  t o  weightless-  
ness  might be comparable t o  t h e  weakness r e s u l t i n g  from p a t i e n t  bed rest, 
and could be overcome by s p e c i a l  exerc ises .  

- February 1965 

The i n c r e a s i n ~ :  need f o r  medical support of t roops  and c i v i l i a n s  in  
South Viet Nam brought a c a l l  t o  the  Hospi ta l  from t h e  Agencv f o r  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Development of t h e  S t a t e  Department t o  provide a seven-men sur-  
e i c a l  team of medical o f f i c e r s ,  nu r ses ,  and t echn ic i ans  f o r  duty i n  Saigon. 
A team headed by t h e  Chairman of t h e  Department of Surgery, Col. Daniel 
C. Cam~bslJ. Jr . ,  was d e s i ~ n a t e d  f n r  t h i s  duty. They were amonE t h e  f i r ~ t  
of a continuing withdrawal of s p e c i a l i s t s  from t h e  Hospi ta l  s t a f f  t o  ca re  
f o r  t h e  s i c k  and wounded i n  Southeast Asia. 

14 May 1965 

Brie. Gen. James W. Humphreys Jr., Commander of t h e  Hosni ta l  s ince  
September 1960 and a p r a c t i s i n g  surgeon of d i s t i n c t i o n ,  re l inquished h i s  
command t o  Brig. Gen. Thomas H. Crouch and departed f o r  Saigon jn resnonse 
t o  another  reques t  from A I D .  He was a ~ n o i n t e d  Direc tor  of the  Health 
Division,  U. S. Operating Mission in  Viet Nam, in  a temporary c i v i l i a n  
capaci ty.  

26 June 1965 

The McKown Dental C l i n i c ,  l a t e s t  u n i t  i n  t h e  growing Wilford Hal l  
Hospi ta l  complex, was dedicated bv the  Ass is tant  Surgeon General of t h e  
A i r  Force f o r  Dental Services.  Replacing s i x  d e n t a l  u n i t s  formerly d i s -  
persed about t h e  Base a t  Lackland, the  modern c l i n i c  provided 52 treatment  
rooms, a l i b r a r y ,  l e c t u r e  h a l l s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  a conference room, and 
o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  
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